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. : 3 a foreign land, it caoses the
passed in great basie an el over the veto | is altogether founded upon inference, not v
of the Governor, declaring that slavery is, | from any langnage contained inthe instru-

MISTRIA, &0,
and shall be forever prohihited in the Ter | went itsell, but from the sovereign ehatne~

With the Empire of Austria acd the re-

- ¥ R ,
E he | lormer,the Day Islands are recognizad a-l
earts of our eountrymen to swell with | & part of the Republic of Honduras, :
honest pride. Sarely =when we pass the

Fellow citisens of the Seaate and House of

But what if the perfotmance of this duty in
Representatives:

mended in April, 1859, by the Gev.ent
whole or in part, has been reandered im

Throughout the year since our last meet. | 4Oy Such an act, howerer, plainly vio.
ing the cotinlry hiam baen eminently pros—

perous in its material interests. The gen-
eral hestth bas been excellent our harvesis

Constlitution, will surely be declared void

by the Judiciary whenever it shall be pre-

Iating the righteof properiy secured by the | aatified; but i< it heyond the

| ter of the several States hy which it was

y power of a
Siate, like an individual, 1o yield a por

tion of its soversign rights to wecure the

practicable by events over which he could
have exercised no control?

Sach atthe present moment is the case
throughout the State of South Caralina, =o

br_inlt of the ynwning sbyss we shall recoil | of these trenties conform in ev
with horror from the fatal plunge. By such

& dread eatastraphe the hopes of the friend s | at London, on the 17th of October, 1856
of freedom throushnut the world weuald be | between i two Goveromoents It ;

It may be obiserved thar the stipulations
TY import-
ant particul'r Lo the amendmenta adopted |

maiming conbinenial

ter.

will be

_ : powers of Europe,
including that of the Sultan, our relations

continue to be of the wost friendly charac-

of the United States, its authorily extended
aver a large majority of the Mexican States
and people, including Vera Cruz, and ali

the important seaports of the Republic.—

From that period our eommerce with Mexi-
oo began to revive, and the constitatioanal

govervment has afforded it all the protec-
tion in their power. Meanwhile the gov-
crument of Miramon still held sway at the
Capital, and over the surrounding country,
and continued its outrages against the few
American{citizens who st1!l had the courage
to remain within its power. To cap the
climax, after the baitle of Tacwbays, in
April, 1850, Gen. Marques ordered three
citizens of the Uniled Stales, two of them
physicians, to bo seized in the hospital at
inle'a effect, so far as this was praclicable. that pla“’" "“d_ sbot without trial. This
l"]l ;l'-if]-r this c:invent.iu;;, the ‘_'umf 500, |;;:]:‘r;';;;é;"‘t_:'L:“B]“""'S““ft""‘m“"““
O taels, cqual to about §700,000, was ® 8t the moment engaged in,
tipalated Lo be paid in satisfaction of the :t‘::rl“:lg'bﬁ?:’_ﬁ :ﬁe:::g :iﬁ'&“ ;hf ol
clilms of American cilizens out of the one Sp - ca wound-
filtieth of the receipts for tonnage import | *d in the battle, without making any dis-
and export duties on American vessels, at | linction betwean them, The tlime had ar-
the porta of Canton, Shnug_hni and Fachou; | rived, in my opinion, when this Govern
and, it was agreed that this amount sball | ™e0t Wwas bound Lo exert its power to
be in full liquidation of all claims of Amer. | *Ye0ge and redress the wrongs of our citi-
ican citizens at the various ports, to this | #8805 sod to afford them pretoction in Mex
date. Detevtures for this smount, to wit: :‘t‘:" The inteiposiog obstacle was, that
300,000 taels for Canton, 100,000 for Shang- ”;‘;’“““’L““"“ the sway of Miramon
hai, and 100,000 for Fuchou, were delivered | ©90id not r“mfi ‘."“.m“_‘ Passing over
according to the Lerms of the couvention, | WITIOry under the jurisdiction of the Cen:
by the respective Chinese collectors of the | *' tutional Gov"r"m".".'" Under these cir
customs of these ports, Lo the azent sulected | Ct0stances 1 deemed it wy duty to recom-
by our Minister to receive the same., Since mend Lo Congress in my last annual g
| that time the claims of our citizens have | **8% the employment of a sufficient mili-
| been ndjusted by the Board of Commin |1°fY force o penetrate into the interior
| sioners appointed for that purpose, under | Where the government of Miramon was to
l]l'?‘:'lrl of March :_“. 1539; and their awards be found, with, or if need be, without the
which proved satisfactory to the claimants, Fonse‘nl of the Juarez goverament, though
have been npt;jarm'mi by our Minister; in the ::‘ :;::;::jloui#ed "hh‘" I”I gonm: could
ageregate, they amount te the sum of | °¢ - s A SYEE Bave ad a clearer
§495,694 75. The claimants heve already | o1 Y'C1100 on any subject than I haveof the

received a large proportion of the sums

far as the laws of the United States to se.
care the Administration of Justice by
means of the Federal jodiciary are con-
cernad. The Federal officers within its
limits, through whose ageney alone these
laws can be carried into execution have
already resigoed.
‘Weno longer have a Distriet Judge, a
District Aworn.y. or a Marshall in South
Caroliua, in fact the whole machinery of
the Federal Government necessary for the
distribution of remedial Justice amon
the penp!o’ has hf-en demolished, and it
would be difficult if not impossible to re-
place it. The only acts of Congress on the
stalute book, bearing on this subject are
those of the 28th February 1795, and the
3rd of March 1B07. Thess aathoriza the
President after he shall have ascertained
shat the Marshall with his posse comitatus
s unable to execute civil or criminal pro.
essin any partieular ease to call forth
che militia, and employ the army and na-
tvy to aid him in performing the servies,
having first by proelamation commanded
the iosurgents to  disperse and retire
peneeably to their respective nbodes with
in a limited time, This duly cannot by any
posaibility be perforned in n Siate where
ao judicial authority exists to issue pro-
crss, where there is no Marshall to execute
it and where even if there were snch an
m'l_i.-.r-r. the entire population weuld con-
slitute one solid combination to resist him.
I'he were resistance of these provisions
proves how inadequate they are, without
further legislation, 1o overcome a united
apposition in & single Siate not to
speak of other States whoe may place
themselves in & similar altitade.

have been abuandan', and plenty smiles
throoghout the land. Our commerce and
manufactures have been prosecuted with
energy and indusiry, and have yiolded fair
and ample returns. . In shert no nation in
the tide of time, has ever presented a spec
tacle of greater material prosperity, than
we have done until a very recent period,
Why isit theo tha! discontertnow 50 exten
sively prevails,. and  the Union of the
Suates, which is thesource of all blessings,
is threatered with destruction? The long
continued mnd intemperate interference of
the Northern people with the guestion of
Slavery in the Southern States has at
length produced its narural effect. The
different sections of the Tlnion are now
arrayed agninset each other, and the time
has arrived so much dreaded by theFalher
of his Country, when hostile geographical
parties. have been formed 1 huave long
foreseen and often forewarned my country-
men of the now impending danger.

This does not proceed solely from the
claim on the part of Congress or the Ter
ritorfal Legislatores ‘o exclude slavery
from the Territories, vor from the efforts of
the different Siates to deieat the execuiion
of the Fugitive Slave Law, Al or any of
these evils might have been endured by
the South, witheut danger to the Union as
others have been, in the hope that time
and reflection might apply the remedy.—
The immediatle peril arises, net 89 much
from Chese causes, as irom the fact that the

violent agitation of the slavery question

sented in a legal form. Only three days
after my inanguration, the Supreme Court
of the Unite! Staies solemanly adjudged |

that this power did rot exist iu & Territo- | States, thut is by the people in each Hf the
risl Lesisiature. Yet such haws been the | Stotés, ncting in their highest soversign
factious temper of the tivnes, that the®cor- ! capacity, aud formed Lonsequently by I.-l‘w
rectuess of this Jectsion has beea exten—| bame authority which formed the Siate
sively impugned before the people, and | constitutions; nor is the goveraoment of
the question has given rise to angry peliti- | the United 8 ates, created by the Constita-
cal couflict throughous the country.— | tion, less & government, in the sirictest
Those who bave appenled from this judg- | sense of tne term, within the sphere of ita
ment of our highest Constitutional tribu- powers, Lhan the governments cramted by
val to popalar asgemblies, would, if they | the Constitution of the States are within
could, ravest Territorial Logislatures with | their several spherss. 1t is like them. of-
n‘nv_r*rtnlnnu! the sacred rights of property | zavized into Legislutive, Executive 'aud
‘im. power of Congreas is expressly for- | Jediciary departments, It operates like
bidden by the Federal Constitution to ex |them direetly on persons sod things, and
ercise Every State Legislatare (n th

Union ia Torbidden by it own Constiiution
to exercisa it It ean not be exereised in

any Stale except by the people in thor

remainder.’ In the language of Mr Mad
ison. who has been ealled the Fathe: of
the Constitution, it was formed by the

CHINA.
The friendly and peaceful poliey pursued
| by the Government of the U, S, tewards
| the Empire of China, has produced the most
satisfuctory resaits. The treaty of Tientsin
of the 15th of June, 1358, has been faith-
fully observed by the Chinese authorities
The Convention of the 8th of Nov. 1858,
cupplementary to this treaty for the ad-
Justment and astisfaction of the claims of
our citizeas in Chioa, referred to in my last

annual message, has already been caurried

de*@roved, and & long night of leaden des~ | recollected that this treaty was rejected by
potism would enshroud the pations. Our | the British Government becanse of its ob- |
example for more than 80 years would nat | Jeetion Lo the just and important amend
only be lost, but it would be quoted as u | ment of the Senate Lo the artiele relating
conclusive proof that man is unfit for self | to Ruatan and the other islands in the Bav
government. [t }a not every wrong, nay, | of Honduras. 1t is a source of sincere sat
Itis not every grievous wrong which can | isfaction to all clusses of our fellow euni
]t_ul,lfy a resort to such s fearful alterns- | zens, and especially to those engaged in
tive. This on[h_ttobe the last desperate forwign commerece, that the elsim on the
remedy of despairing people, after every

other constitutional means of conciliation

part of Great Britain forcibly to visit and
search American merchant vessels: on the

had been exhausted. We should reflect

that under this' free government there is

| bigh seas, io the time of peace, has been

! t 3 abandoued This was, by far, the maost

A0 incessant ebb asd fow of (public opin- | dangerous quession 1o the peace of the
ion. The slavery question like everything | two countries, whieh has existed since the |
hnman, will have itaday, ! firmly believe | war of 1812
that it has already reschicd and passed the they might, at
calminsting point; but if in the midst of 4
the existing excitesment the Union shall
rish, the evil may then becoms irrepara—
le. Congress cau contribute much to arrest
it by proposing and recommending to the
Legislatures of the several States the rem-
edy for existing evils which the Constitu-
tion has itsell provided for its own preser | cluim the wrdera of the Secretary of the
vation. T!.n has bsan tried at different I Navy ta our saval foroe i.::.- l\he Galf of
cr;ucnl pcrmdq of our lnm:u:_'y. and always | Mexico 10 orotect all vessels of the Huited
y:Lh eminent wuccess. it is to be found | States on the high seas from search or de-
in the 5th article, providiog for its own | ention by the vessels of war of any other
ameodmeut. Unpder this arlicle amend- nation. These orders might have pro
manta hufo been propoased by two-thirds of doecd anunfortunate collision betweon the
both Houses of Congress, and huve been naval forces of the two countries. This
ratified by the Lc-gmlntu‘rei of thres-fourths | was most fortunately prevented by an ap-
of the several States, and have consequent- | peal to the justice of Great Britain and the
Iy_beclme parts of the Cofu'.itu'.ion. To raw of nations, as expounded by her most
:tlu‘s [:roce,--l the c..ul‘;l.rv is indebtad for ;ha eminent jurists. Theanly question of any
auss prohibiting Cougreas _Irom passing importance which still remains open, 18
any law respecting an establishmentof re | (ho dispated title between the two Govern-
igion or abridgiog the freodom of speech, | mants to the Island 0 San Ju.«m.. in the

Whilst it remained open,
v muoment, have been pre
eipitated into a war. This was rendered
| manifest by Lhe exasperated state of public
feeling !hl’uu;:_ll-l\l*.‘ ounr ¢otire country , pro:
duced by the forcible search of American
merchant vesse's by British eruisers on the
const of Caba, in the spring of 1858. The
American people hailed with general aec-

| liks them, it has at command a4 physical
lf.-rc.- for yxecutling Lthe powers committed
[toit; was latended o be perpetual, and
: : [ 19! ta be aenulled at the pleasure of any
highest sovereign capacity, when framin oue of the contracting parties of ‘he Con
of amending their State Constitution. In |federation. A perpetnal uaion between
like maoner, it can ouly be exereised by ' the States, and by the 13th article, itis ex
the prople of the Territory represented in pressly declared, that the articles of this
a Convention of delegates for the purpose | Confederation shall be inevitably observed
of ftaming a constilution preparatory to | by every State, and the Uaion shall be
admission as a Stateinto the Usion. Then, perpetuated
and not antil then, are they invested with | The Preamble to the Constitntion of the
power to decide the. geestion whether | United States, haviog expressed reference
slavery shall or shall set exisit within | to thie artieles of Confederation, w serts it
their limits, This is an an act of sover | was gstablished in order o form a more
| eign authority, and not of saboriduate | perfeet Uniou, does not incluge the essen-
territorial legisintion. Were it otherwise, | ial attribute of perpetuity, but that the
then indead would the equality of the | Usion was designel toba perpetuated, -
Stales in the Territories be destroyed, and | pears r-nu'.lthwely from the nitare and ex-
| the rights of propefty inslaves would de- | tont of theowers conferred by the L=
:h’:::;‘;;l ‘?l:f::ul‘:!“"t‘l_lb' 1""?"";”."‘ | pend :;m upo:th:e gnzranwm of the Consti=4 tion vn the Foderal Govera ma’:‘nt. Tf;(-"\::t:}.:‘w
' 4 produced NS | o000 but upon the shifting majorities of | ers embrace the highest nitribuie of national

r
|

malign iofluence ro ! gorrNe o
b5, 7 masgaicne At the slaves and in-| gy \rregnongible territorial legislature,— |
P = . vague notions of free- | Such a doetrine, from its intinsic unsound

| and the pur-e noder its coutral.

govereignly. They place both the sword

Cougress alone has the power to decide

Uongress | whether the present laws ean or cannot be

or of tha press, or the right of petition. — | v r y i :
’ { ; = cinity of Washington Territory. As this
To this we are also indebted for the bill uestion % siill uoder negoliation, il is

|

| 4

awarded to them, out of the fund provided
and it is confidently expeocted that the

Justice, as % ¢il as wisdom, of such 1 pelicy.
Mo other atic native was left, except the
& .ire abandonment of oar fellow citizens

dom. Hence a sense of security no longer | -
s - = . | ness, can pot lony influence any portion of wer L ke wara v @
exisis around the llml)f altar. This feel- | ) ot long ‘ 1y portion of | has power to make war and to make peace,

~ . | our people, much less can it afford a good | to raise and support armies and npavies
ing a : .1 - etk bt
tiolnn i;‘i’:‘fﬁ"l:‘ing::r:fcﬂl.:e l;}llppn.}.cn | resson for a dissolution of the Union. The | and 10 conclude treaties with foreign gav-
trow, throughout the hstf)lﬂlth ':;{i;;";i :iimal palpable vielatious of constitutional | ernmauts. [tis invested with the power to
v 3 - . | g -
¢ : Vo2 | duty which have yet been commitied con- | g sney and regulate the value there
night in dread of what may befall herself 3 ave y coin money aud reg f ¢ thereof,

of rights which seearcd the people against | 1visab)

. . ME B ¢ at rese ment
amended, =o as to carry out more effectual: | any abuss of power by the Federal Gov- f ::::;:...:,,\. ut';::r. :,:i:l.‘l;}:: I;.—:h: 1':.‘: '::‘[:}3:.:;
ly the object of the Constitution, The same | erament. Such wers the spprebensions | T}, recent visit of the Prince of Wales
insuperable ohatacles do not lie in the way | justly entertained by the friends of State | in apptonriate character to the peopls of
of executing the laws for the coilection of | righta at that period as to have rendered it | this coantry, has proved to be & most aus—
customs. The revenue still continues Lo | €xtremely doubtful whether the Constitu~ 1 2

who had gone to Mexico under the faith
ol tredties, to the systematie injustice, eru-
eity aod oppression of Miramon’s Govern-
ment. Besides it is certain that a simple
avthority to emiploy this forece would of

o | Temainder will, ere long, be entirely paid.
| Afiar the nwards shall bave been satisfied
there will remain a surplus of more than
$200,000. at the disposition of Congress.—
| As this willin equity balong to the Chi-

!
and childrea before the morning, Shonld
this ppnhes.ninn of domestic danger,
whether real or imaginary, exlend

and intensily itself until it shall per-
vade the masacs of

them disuniou will become ipevitable.—
Self preservation is the first law of ratare,
and has been implanted in the heart of
man by theCreator, for the wisest purposes,
and no political union however fraught
with blossings and beoefit in all other re-
spects can long continue, il the necessary
consequence be to render the hemes and
firesides of mnesrly half the parties to it
babitnally and hopelessly insecure.—
Sooner or Iater the bond of such aunion
must be severed. Tt is my conviction that
this fatal period has npot yet arrived, and
my prayerto God is that he would pre-
serve the Constitution and the Union
thromghout zll generations. But let us
take warping in time and remove Lhe
cause of danger. It cannot be denied that
for five and (wenLy years, the agitation at
the North agaiost Slavery in the South
has been iucessant. In 1835 pictorial hand.
bills and inflammatory appeals were ecir-
culated extensively througzhout the South,
of a character lo excite the passions of the
slaves—and in the language of Gen. Jack

son, to stimulate them to insurrection, and |

roduce all the horrors of a servile war. —

his agitation has ever since been contin-
ued by the public press, by the proceed
ings f State and County Conventions, and
by abolitien sermona and leetures. The
time of Congress isoccupied with violent
speeches on this never ending subject,
and appeals in pamphlet and other forms,
end by distingui*hed names, have
been sent forth from this central point,and

spread broadeast over the Umion. How |40 Siates of the Union.

easy would it be for the American people
to settle the slavery question forever,snd
restore peace and havmony to this distrae-
ted country. They alone can do it. Al

that is necessary to accomplish Lhis object, |

and all which the the slavy Statea bave
ever contended for, is to be fet alone, and
permitted to manage their domestic iosti-
tutions in their own way, as sovereigu
States. They, and they alone, are respon-
sible before God and the world for the
slavery existing amang them. For this
the people of the North are not more re
sponsible, and have no more right to in-
terfere than with similar institutions in
Russia or Brazil.

Upon their good mense and patriotic for-
besrunce 1 esnfess I still greatly rely—
Without their aid it 18 beyond the power of
any President, no matter what may be his
own political proclivities, Lo restore peace
and harmony among the States Wisely

the Southern people, |

1

sist in the acts of different State Legisla | and to regulate commercs with foreign na.
tures to defest the execution of the Fagitive | tions and among the several States, [t is
Slave Law, [tought o be remembered, | not necessary o enumerate the other high
however, that for these ncls neither Con. | powers which have been conferred upoi
gress nor any Ppesident can be justly held | theFederal Government, in order to enrry
respousible; having been passed in viola- | the enumerated powers into effect. Congress
tion tf the Federal Coustitution, they are, | possesses Lhe exclusive right to lay and

therefore, mull and void. All the Courts, | eollect duties on imports, and in common
both State and Naliouel before whom the

bo collected as heretofore at the Oustom
House at Charleston and should the Col-
lector unfortunately resign, a successor
may be appointed to perform this dut

Then in regard to the praperty of the Uni-
ted States in South Carolina, this has been
purchased for a fair equivalent, by theeon-
sent of the Legislature of the State, for the

l

| uctments of State Legislatures
| fail in the performance of this high duty,

| presuwme in ndvance thut he will

question has arisen, heve, from the begin- |
ving, deelared the Fugitive Slave Law to
be constitutional. The single exception is
that of a State Court in E"Hcmmin, and
this has wot ovly been reversed by the |
proper appellate triboual, but has met with
such oniversal reprobation that there can
be no danger from it as a precedent. The |
validity ot this law has been established]
over and over agsain by the Sopreme Court
of the United States with perfect unanim-
ity. Itis founded upon an express pro.
vision of the Cogstitotion requiiring Lthat
fugitive slaves who escape Ifrom service |
in one Stale te apother shall be delivred
up to their masters, Without this provis-
1om it is a well known historica! fact that
the Counstitution itself could never have
been adopled by the Convention. In one
form or another voder the aets of 1793 or
1850, both being sub-tantiaily the samc the
the Fugitive Slave Law has been Lthe law
of the land from the days of Washington |
to the present woment. Here, then, a claar
case is presented in which it will be the
duly of the next Preident, as it has been
wy own, to sct with vigor i executing this
supreme law against the couflicting an

Should he

he will then have manifested a disregard |
of the Constiiution and laws to the great
injury of she people of uearly one half of
Bot are we to
thus vio
latehis duty? This would beal war with
very principle of jastice—of Uhrists an
| harity. Let us wait for the overt acl.

The Fogitive Slave Law has been
carried inta execution in every contested
case since the commencementof the present
| administration, though wien, it s to be
. regrelltti.“’ilh great loth and inconvenieuce
and with conxiderable expense to the
| Government Let us (rast that the
| Srate Legislatires will repeal their nocon
| stitational and obpoxious eunctmenls -
| Unless this hhu”.he dulnu_‘nillmnt UHDOCE S

sary delay, it is impossible for any human

power to save the Union.  Thy Southern
| Btates, standing oo the bazia of the Uon
1uilnlion. have & right Lo demand Lhis act
of justice from the Northern States, —
Should it be refusad them, the Canstita- |
ilion,to which all the Stales are parlies,

| elared, that no Stste shall enter into any

| debis, pass any bill of attainder, ex post

for exeeuting its inspection laws, and

| Territority t the contrary, nowwilhstand-

| ulion

l Executive and Judicial, and the Govarn

with the Siates to lay and eolleet all sthor
taxes. DBut the Constitution kas not -!Iii_\(
conferred those high powers upon Coungress
but it has r;n]ulla;ef‘l effzctital mesxns to re-
strain the States from illtr!’rfl'flbg with
their ex-reise for that purpose. Tt has in
stroog prohibitory language expressly de-

erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, &e.,
and over these the authority lo exercisa
exclusive legislation has been expressly
granted by the Court to Coangress.
[t is not believed that any at
tempt will be made e expel the Uni-
ted States (rom its properlty this
by foree, but if in this I should prove to
be mistaken,the officers in command of the
Forts have received orders to act strietly
on the defensive, In such a cantingencf.
the jresponsibility for consequences wouald
rightfally rest upon the heads of the as-
sailants.  Apart from the execution of the
laws, 80 far as this may be practicable, the
sant of Congress no State shall lay any | Executive has no authority to decide what
immports or duties or any imports or exports | shall be the relations between the Federal
except what may be absolutely necessary | Government ““d. South Unrolilnn. He has
17 | been invested with no snch diseretion. He
they exceed this amount the ¢xcesses shall | possesses no power to change the relations
belong to the United States, and no State | herstofors existing b._-LWQt_m them, much
shall, without the consent of Congress, lay | less to acknowledge the iudependence of
any duty of tounage, keep troops or ships | that State. This would be to invest a mere
of war iu time of peace, estar into any | Execulive officer with the power of recog-
agreement orlcompact with aoother State | nizing the dissolution of the coufederacy
or with a foreign power, or engage in war ‘ among our thirty-three sovereign States —
unless actually invaded or in such immi | [t has no reserhblance to the recqgmltllion
nent danger as will not admit of delay. |of a foreign de-fucis government involving
[n order still further to secure the uniu=- | 8o such responstbility ; any atlempt lo do
terrupted exercise of these bigh powers |this would on his part be a naked act of
against State interposition, it ix provi. | usurpation. It is therefore wy duy
ded that this Coustitution and the laws of | to submit to Coogress the whole question

trealv alliapee or c..lnfl'll!l’hliull, gran'. let-
of marque and reprisal, eoin money, emit
bills of eredit, make anything buir gold
and silver coin a tender in paymeat of

fucto law or laws impairiog the obligations
of econtracts. Moreover, without the gon=

| picious event iu its conseguences, It can
| not fail to inctease the Kindred and kindly
; : ; feelingw of both canutries iv thewr pufilicnl‘.
th:‘;;;;b;rcz‘:::“:;"m; 'h“ .“’1"“3"‘-’ b’; \ and soeial intergoarie with each other.
0ce wer the election of |
President Jefferson by the House of Rep- |
resentatives. in 1803. This amendment | 3 £
was rendered necessary to prevent & recur. i With France, onr ancient and powerful
rence of the dangers which had seriouly | 81y, our relations coutinue to be of fhe
threatened the existasce of the Govurn-1 most friendly charscte'. A decision has
ment during the pendency of that election. ‘| _'“".';“"l";'""fl"' ;"" by ‘s b" rench r”"“"*"‘
The artiele for its own ameadment was in- | Pribunal, with the FPpiRRssen the lw-
tended to procure the amicable adjestment: perial Government, which can no fail to
of the conflicting Oonstitutional q]uution:; inesds This ""li“"';!‘"{ mutusl regard that
: : . - as so long existed between the two coun-
like the present which might arise baween :!rieﬂ Unﬁ(-r (he Pranah’ 1a%' uo k eru:;}u
the Governmant of the States and of the - ' : : A
United States- This appears from the | S0 8ervein the armies of France uuless
contemporancous history. Tt ikis coanec- I""I‘?lee ‘l:wfm:cfhf"ﬂl::rt;“:enbrrwduilirli the na
. i 1 ) | '] a
tinn, I shall raerelv eall attention to a few orhl FiEAL of esntriatio. it folloma:as o

instances in Mr. Madison’s justly celebra-
ted reports, in 1779, to the Lnglnllmro of | BECESsSATY consequence, that & Frenchman,
| by the fact of having become a citizen of

dv:;:n‘:lalt;'lhlenrgi:lluall‘ie-:El"o:]::em;:!rialcueﬂ:g {the United States, has chauged his alle-
Legislature agsinst the structures of seve- | 'ﬁ"““ and *'“’hlf’»"'i Lis flbﬂl"“'- cha; at:jisr.
ral other State Legisintures. These were | ¢ c*0 not, therefore, be compelied to
mainly founded upon the protest grg,hﬂ'i]?rrr- in 'lhe Fre;xch srmies, in ease ic
Virginia Lagilature sgainat e wion s | shonld rbnry o b1y ative counizy; Thise
sedition acts as palpable, and alarming in- el Miniidt of Wer bkt Pwoivis

DRetis nt on, e Draatiiaiion. | Japetiit- eases have been counfirmed by the French
i h acefaul aod tituii sy b
iog oul the pess | od eonstitutional In theao, Lwa natives of France

remedies-and he referred to none other-io |Jidiciary. 1 -
which the States wore authorized to resort | have been discharged from the French o my
on Suchi atensions: ' he condluine by siy | because they hiad become Americen citi-
ing, that the Legislatures of the Siates | =605 To *"f?‘l")' ‘;;“ “‘"E“'Kehﬂf our
might have made a direct representation | Present Minister to France, whe haw ren- |
to Congress, with a view to obtain are | dered good seavice on this eccasion, 1 |
scinding of the two offeaseive acta or they | do uot think our French naturalized fel- |
might have represented to their respective | 10 Citizens will hereafier experience much |
Senators in Cougress their wish that two- | annoyance on this '”I"_;v‘('t‘ [ venlure o
thirds thereof would propose any explani- predict that the time 1= oot far distant
tory amendment Lo the Constitulion; or two | when the other coutinental powors will
. ]

tion would bave long survived without
theso amendments.

FRANCE,

t

the United States which shall be made in | in all its bearings. The course of events
narsuance thereof, and all treaties made or | 15 S0 rapidly hastening forward that the
whie" shall be made under the authorily | emergeney may arrive ?'hen you may be
of the United States shall be the supreme | ealled upon to decide thie'dthentons ques.
la® of the land, and the Judges in every | tion whether you possess the power, by
State shall be bound thereby anything |force of arms, Lo compel a State to remaio
in the Constitution, or laws of auy State or | in the Union. I snould feel myself recre-
ant to my duly were | Lo express aa opin-
ing. The solemn sanction of religion has | fun on the important subject. The ques
been nupnradiod to the obligations of offi. | ten fairly stated is: Has the Constituted
cial duty. and sll Senators and Represen- | delegated to Oqug_rm lhl_.' power Lo forc_e i@
tatives of the United States all members | State into admission which is atlempling
of State Legislatures and all Exceutive and | to withdraw, or _has actually withdrawn
Judicial officers, both of the United States | from the confederscy? If answered in the
and the several States, shall be bound by | affirmative, it must be on the prineiple that
oath or affirmation to sup pork the Constit- | :
| gress to declare and to wake war against a

suh. 3
Aftér much serivus reflection I have ar
rived at the conelusion that no such power
has been delegated to Congress or Lo any
other department of the Federal Govern-
mant, t is manifest upon an in-
spection of the Constitution that this is ol

In order to caray into  effect these laws
the Qonstitution has established a perfect |
governmeul in nll its forms, Legislative, |

meat io the extent of its pawers, acts upan |
the individual citizans of every Sgate and 1
ex«cutes its oewn decrees by the agency of |

thirdsof themselves, il such had been their | adopt the same wise and just lml"_')' which
option, might, by an application t» Con- has dooe 80 muclf honor to the L:E:-llglato-ndd
gress, have obtained a Oonvention for the government ':f the Emperor. In any
very sama object. This is the very course | 2Ve0b, Our government is bound to protect
which I earnestly recommended, in order | the rights of her naturalized citizeus ev
to obtain an exp(nmtury amendmeot of the | rlry where, 10 the same extent as though
Constitution on ths subject of slavery, | they bad drawn their first breath in this
This might originate with Congress or the ecountry. We can recognize no dmtmc_tmn
State Legislaturoes, as may be deeme | most | between onr native and nuturalized
advisabie to attain the opject. The ex- SHizens.

lanatory & mendment might be con-| RUSSIA,

fived to the for the final sel-| Belween the great Empire of Russia and
tlement of theé true construction of the | the United States the mutosal frieodship
Constitution oo three special points:-First, | and regard whieh bas so long existed, still
CXpress recognition of the flghl al Ilrup."?l_\? 'gontinues to I)rp\'“i[‘ and, if pU""lblﬂ, to

the power has been confe rred upon Con-| jn slaves in the States where it now exisis | increase. Indeed, our relations with that | from accidental causes, for which neither

or may herel..!bel: exist. Sccond, the duty of Ewpire are all that we could desire |
protecting thiswight in all the common ter |
ritories throughout their tarriterial exist- | : : : ‘
ence, and gntil they shall be admitted ns ! Our relations with Spain are now of a
Stutes into the Union, with or withogt | MOTe complicated, though less dungerous
slavery, as their Constitutionk may pre | ehnracter, than _llle: have been fnr.m»ny
seribe. Third,u liks cognition of the right | years. Our citizens have long held aud

of the master to have his slave who has | continne to hold, numerous elaims against

RrALN,

|

| on the 22d of May last, and the treaty its-

| us ardentl
| treaty itself, that there shall henceforward |

Nes-e Gu\‘»'rllam'vul. would not justice require
Its appropriation lo some benevolent object

itaelf bave aceomplishod all our objects
Witheut strikiog asingle blow. The Uon-

in which the Chincse may be specially
interested?

_Uu.r Minister to Chiva, 1n obedience !01
his instractions, has remaived perfectly
veutral in Lthe war between Great Britain
and F.'_ancu'aud the Chinese Empire, altho’
in conjunction with the Russian Minister,
he was ever and williog, had the epportu.
nily offcred, 10 employ his good offices in
restoring peace between the parties. [t is
butan set of simple justice, both to our
present Minister and his ecessor, Lo
state, they have both proved fully equal
to the delicate, trying and responsible po-

sitions in which they have on different oc-
casions been placed.

JAPAN:
The ratifications of the treaty with Ja-
pan, concluded at Yeddo on the 29th of
July, 1858, were exchanged at Washington

ellf was proclaimed on the succeeding day.
There is great reason to cxpect that under
its protection and influence, sur trade and
intercource with this distan: and interost-
ing people, will repidly increass. The
ratifications of the treaty were exchanged
with unosual solemunity. For this purpose
the Tycoon had aceredited throe of his
distinguished Ministers Mevipotentiary, |
who were received and trea‘ed with marked

distinction and kindness, both by the

Government and people of the U. S There |
i5 every reason to believe that they have |
returned Lo their native land, eutirely |
satisfied with their visit, inspired by the'
wost frendly feeliogs tor our country. Let

hope, in the language of the

be pepetoual peacs and friendship, between
the Tuited States of Awercia and his
Majesty the Tycoon of Japan and hi
SUCCesIOrs,

BRAZIL,

Witk the wise, consrvative and liberal
goxeromentof the Empire of Brazil, our
relations continue Lo be of the most amwica- ]
character.

NEW GREENADA.

The exchaupe of the ratifications of the
Convention with Lhe Republic of New
Grenada, signed at Washiogton on the 10th
September, 1857, has been long delayed

party is censurable. These ratifications
were duly exchanged in this city on the
Sth of November last. Thus has a contre-
versy been amicably terminated, which
had become su serious at the period of my
inauguration as Lo require me, on the 17th
April, 1857, 10 direcy our Minister to de
mand his passports and return o the Uni-

| extent of its abilit

| the next alternative wae to secom

stitational Governmeot would then have
been estublishod at the cily of Mexico, and
would have been ready and willing, to the

n! Y. to do us justice, la
addition, and I deem this a most impor-
last consideratien, Foreign Governments
would have been deprived of all pretext to
interfere in the territorial and domestic
coneerns of Mexico. Weshould thus have
been relieved from the obligation of resist-

ing even by force, should this become pe.
cesuary, any altompt by these Governments
to deprive our ueighboring Republic of
portions of her territory, a duty from which
we could not shrink without abandoning

the traditional and established poli f
American people, PR T

_ [ am happy to observe
ing upon the
Governmeats

7 Lo ¢ hat, firmly rely-
Justice and good faith of these
+there is no presest danger
that such a conlingency will bhappen.—
Huving discovered that my recommenda-
tions, would not be sustained by Congress,
plish in
somo degree, il possible, the same objects,
by treaty stipulations with lhe comstitu—
tional goverament. Such treaties were
accordingly eoncluded by oarlate able and
excellent Minieter to Mexico, and on the
dth of January last was submitted to the
Senate for ratification. A4s they have not
received the fisul aciion of that body, it
would be improper for me to present a de-
tailed statement of their provisiens. Still
I may be permitted to express the opinioa,
in advauce, thst they are calealated to pro-
mote the azricultural, manufacturing snd
commercial interesis of the country, and to
secire our just influence with an sdjoiniog
Republic, s to whose fortanes and fate
we can vever feel indifferent; whilst at the
ame time they provide for the payment

{ a considersble amount towards the satis-
faction of the claims of aur injured fellow
Citizsne.,

KANSAS AND UTAN.

Al the period of my insugaration I was
coufronted in Kansas by a revolutionary
Government, existing under what was gal-
led the Topeka Constitation. The avow-
ed object was to subdue the Territorial
Government by force, and to inaugurate
what was called the Topeks Government
in its stead. To accomplish this object,
an extensive military organization was
formed and its command entrosted to the
most violent revolutionary leaders. Un~
der these circamsiances it became my im-
perative duty to exert the whole Constita
tional power of Lhe Eexecutive, Lo prevent
the flawmes of eiyil war from raging in Kan-

sas, which the excited state of the public

. : mind both North and South might have ex-
. I . . . ‘ ywh | the Spacish goveroment. These have bee
bt 2 B e Mo W byt will have been wilfully violsted by obe | i own officers. In this respect it differs l among the specific and enumorsted powers escaped from one State Lo another restor e Sp een

ted States. Under this condition, the

der our Constitution and laws, he slove
can accomplish but litue for good or evil,
on such & mwowentous question, and this
brings me to observe, thal the clection of
ar.y one of our fellow ¢itizens to the ot ee
of President does not of iteell afford jus
cause for dissolving I.I_u! Union .Thl'l it
more eapecially true if his election has
been ¢ffected by a mere plurality, snd not
a majority of the people, sad has resuited
from Lransient and lemporary causes,
which may probably never again occur.
in ovder to justify a resort Lo revolution
ATy resistance lio Federal Goveroment
wmust be guilty of a deliberate, palpable,
and dasgerous exercise of powers, nol
grauted by the Constitution.  The late
Presidential election, however, has been
held in strict conformity with its provi
cions. Hew then can the resull jus-
tify & revelution te destroy Lhis very
Constitution ; resson, justice and a regurd
for the Constitution all require that we
shall wait for some overt aad dangerous
act on the part of the President elect before
resorting to gnch a remedy.

1t is said, however, that the antecedents
of the Presidsnt elect hav: been sufficient
to justify Lis fears of the  South that he
will attempt to‘invade their Condtitutional
rights, but are such apprebensionix of con
tingent denger in ;he_%im sufficient to
iustify the immediste destrection of the
nohlest aystem of government eyer |1I\’I_l-f.d
by mertale. From the very nature of his
office sutits high responsibilitics he muant
necessarily be conservative. The stern du-
ty of adwsinistering the vast and compli
cated ecoupcilx of this Goverument
io itself a guarantee
""‘l:’i any v A
tionsl nght.
the O;H. Bxecutive officer of the

ment, His provinees

r a1l he is no more thas
Govern

fact io our history that, notwi
the e o

riy, Do single ac
l::u-:. dnloss we é
Missouri Compromise,

has ever passed Con
impairing s
thetr y in siaves,

be obaerved, judging from pr
tions, that so probabulity e

esant iod

pext cougress. -
o
h-dﬂ

s the.owil ! £."
may sevey come 1#‘"
cause lﬂw

secession tha

_are denied equal

)

| portion of them, in a prorision essnntinl to
the domestie security and happiness of the !
remaiuder, 1o that event the injured Siates,
after having first used all peaceful weans
o obtain redress, woald be justified ip
revolutionary resiswaic to the Govern-
ment of the Unian

| have purposely coufined my remarks Lo |
| revolutionary resistance, because it bas

been clanimed within the lust few years, tha  fect union, 1o establish & Goverment which
] any State, whenever ita shall be h2r sov-| could act directly upon the people, and
i

ereign will and pleasure may secede from | axgcute its own laws without the interme-
the Union in accordauce with the Constil | diaie agency of the States. This has been

antirely from the Government un ler the
old Coufederation, which wad confined Lo
making requisitions on the States io their
| movercign charaeter. This left it in the
| diszration of each whether to obey or to re
fuse, and they often deelined to comply
with such requsitions. It thus became
wecessary, for the purpese of réwoving the
barrier, and in order Lo form a twere per:

|
|

granted to Congress and it is equally ap-
parent thai its excrcise is nol necessary
and proper for carrying into execution aoy
| oue of these powers. So far from this pow-
er having been delagated Lo Congress, it
was expressiy refused by the Cpaveution
which framed the Coasbitulion,

It appears from the proevedings of that
hody, on the 31st of May, 1787, that the
cladse aothonzing anjexecution of the force
of the  whole against a delinﬂu-eut State
came up for consideration, r. Madison
opposed it in a brief, bat powerful specch,

“deli t» him: agd of the! ahly' urggd lorn suries of years by otir sye-
:':li‘x?ify d:?:lr:egu:ll:iu.s}n Law, e-m:-. ' sessive diplomatic representatives a° Mad.
ted for this purpose, togeiher with a | rid, but without obtnining redreds. The !
declaration that sil State laws impairing | Spavish &0;""“"‘0“‘_5'?*"3' agreed toin |
or decreasing  this right, are violations | Ftitute & jo'ni comiission for the ndjust~
of the Uonstitution, and consequently, | ment of thesa clains, and on the Stk day
nall and vord, ™ of Mareh, 1860, . o wcladed a convention for

It may be c:hiecl.ml that this econstrag- that purpose, vith our present Minister at
tionofthe Coustitution has alrealy bae: | Madrid. Underthisconveation, what have
settled by the Supreme Court of the Unite] | beev denominated the Cubuu claims,
States, and what more aught tobe requir- amounting to $i28,635 54, in whieh more
ed '["lw answer is, thut a very large pro- than one hundred of our fellaw citizens are
pn.rtiou of the peopl'a of the United States | interested, were recognized, and the Span.

L earry 12 into affect

that he will not at-
of a clear Conslitu-

snot to make but Lo
exeeuts the laws, Sl (b id renurh_ble
ing
efforts of Lhe apti-slavery

ay possibly except the
'

ights of the Seuth n
shightest degree the 1ig 'A!.d 1 g
m—

xists of u::{
of an sct by a majoriky
Moau:u:ithnu Abe. present or the

o CIrCUmstADCeY W

o o oA T i ever
. fim

:{:?Mt vaufficient unto the day

Fho dor oot} o "

we shall rashiy’ ' Siates Sy
loged d the Conatitution? The traih
tianl o :::1 i:..l.ﬁ'i G'a not dntil wany years ufter
m},th origin of the Federal Goverament, thut
otber States in the common terri-
L by what an:h_omy are these de-
g ThE bt
the Dzn-cq
that | i0g lunguege:
“ Thd right of the people oi a single!
| Stale 1o atmolve themselvas ay will, .'“h'
y from
¢ the’
i of millians
gunnot bu scknuwi-
Lo
"

ution, and without any violation of the |
Constitutional rights of the other memburs |
of the coafederacy; that a3 each became |
purties to the Union by the vote of its own
people assembled in Convention, so any
' one of them may retire from the Usion in a
| similer manner, by the vote of such a Uon

vontion. Ln order 1o justify secession as a
Constitutional remedy, it waost be on the
principle that the Federal Government ixa
mere voluntary association of States, to ba
dissolved at p{mnu by ove of the con=
tracting parties. If this be so, the Con=
federncy is & rope of sand, and to be pene-
trated and dissolved by the first adverss
wave of putlie opimion in any of the States
In thix manper our thirty three States may
resplve themselves into as many pesty

{

|

ithough it had ‘been textuslly inserel

from which I shall extraet buta single
sentence. HHe observed the use of foree
agninst a State « vuld look more like a dec
jarstion of war than an iafliction of pun
ishmeut, and would probably sensidered
by tha party attacked, as a dissolution of
l{l previous compaely by which it might
be Yound.

Upon his
mously postponed, and was mever,
lieve sgain presented.

Soon after, on the 8th of Jeauary,
wheo incidentally adverting to this su
ject, he said;

* Any Governmant for the United States

formed on the sapposed prasticability of
therein. This Government therefore is a | yging force agaivst Lhe unconstitutionsl

secomplished by the Constitstion of Lhy
United States,

In short the Geverment croated by the Can-
stitutionund deriving ita suthority from the
soversign peapleofeach of the several States,
has precisely the same right ta exercise
its power over tha people of all these
Qintes in the enumerated cases, each one
of them possess over subjects oot delegt
ot 1o the United States, but reserved to
the States respectively or to the people. To
the extent of the delegaed powers. The
Qonstitutinn of the Umited States 18 as
wmuch a part of the Coostitution of esch

State, and is as binding on its people as

motion the clause was unani-

I be-

1787
b

jarring an A
tiring frém the Dnion without responsibil-
ity, whensever spy suddes ecxcitement

this proce<s 4 Union might be entirely
broken inlo fragments in & few weeks,
which cost ur forcfathers msuy years il
privation and blood to establish:

Such aprinciple is wholly ingonsistene
with {he nistory, as it was framed wih
tha greatest deliberation and care, it was
submitted to the conventions of the peaple
of the several States for ratification, 1
provisiong were discussed at lengih in
these Bodies coposed of the first wen of
the eountry. lis oppoasentn contended
that it conferred power opon  the federal
government, dangerous Lo Lhe rights of the
sStates, whilst its advocates maintained
that urder a fair construction of the instru
mert, theze was no foundation for such ap
prehueusioss . Lathat wighty siruggle ba-
tween the first intellects of this or any oih
er eountry, it never occurred to any indi-
vidusl, er among its opponents or al-
vocales, 1o assert on evew to intiwale that
their «florts were all wain labor, because

I

W
b oved against those whe dreaded
‘“c:_:_ pu‘ﬁ the States would be en

h i first advanced. (t
v thid et nid fofutsd by
arguments of General Jackeoon

message of tbe |

Janoary,
Oﬂﬂli na Lo Cﬂlgrﬂh

out the consent of he, mzm
their most solemn obligations, hazar
ki ‘Uealon,
. ; ‘wod )
Bueh soth Ae. Beiieved
oe
erpment
,and to the'
formed to

2

s sley crrernsn | il dliw codepionmooy §r
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ainia | whaemmpl seme gl e S

d hostile republics, each oue re-!

!

might impel them Lo such a course; by |

the moment that any State felu lerself ag
weved, whe might secede from the Uaron.
bit & crushiog ‘argument would this

 couclusive
, who, 1 Kis

1833 rans -
; of South
cmploys the fo/low-
Pe] _ Lipdh WY 14 J b

Thlex

which it
I8 is nou

great and a powerfal Government invested ceedings of the States, would prove as
with all the attribotes of sovereignty over | yisionary snd isllacious as the Government
the special subjectsa Lo which its authority | of Congress.” evidently meaning the then
pxtends, Iis framerm never intended to existing Congress of the old _Gga,ed.lr.ﬂpn.
Lintplant in its bosow the seeds of i's own | Witheat descending to patticulars, it may
| dusLruction; nor were they, at its ercation, | by gafely esserted that the power Lo make
guilty of the wbsardity of providid s for ite | wae agaiost a State is at varinooe with the
own digsolution. whole spirit and intent of the Oonstitation.
Tt was sol intended by ita framers Lo be | Buppose such n war should result in the
the baseloss fabric of a vision, which, at the | genguest of a Siste, how are we Lo govein
touch of the enchanter, would vanish inte | ¢ .ﬂ,uml.! Shall we hold 1t as a pro-
| thin air, but w substantial and mighty fab-| yinee and govern it by a despotic ‘power?
rie, gapable of resisting the slow decay of | [y the nature of things we enald not by
time, and of defying the storms of ages.— | physieal force coatrol the will of the peo-
Indeed, well may jealous patriets of that | 10 aod compel thei Lo eleck Snatorsand
day have indulged fears, thal ‘a govern. fhpwuuuvp’. to Congresa, and Lo Eqr
mebt of such high powers might vielate | rorq; ail the duties depending upbn their
the reserved righte of the States, and wise | 5w g reistion, and required m the free
iy did they adopt the rule of a strigh con- | citigens
steuetion of thoke wers, Lo prevent the wember of the
danuger; but they did oot féar, nior had they possess the power, would it ba wise 1o ex-
any resson to: tmaging, that the Constile | araise it under the existing Eircumstauces?
tien would ever be so interpretod a5 10 ¢0-| The object would be doubtless to preserve
nble any State, by her awn act and with= | ¢he Unine, but would oot only present the
|_axt the'eonsent of her sister States, to dis- | 0y cfactual means of destrayieg it, but
charge her people from all oF any of the'| L 514 banish all hope of itx peaceabls
Federal obligntions reconstruetion. Bos io the fraieroal
1t may  be asked, ihen, are the peo-| conflict a vast amount of blood and trea-
ple of the States without redrgws aguipst | eure would be expended, rendering future
the tyranay and appression of the Federal | reconeiliation between' the States tinposei~
Government? Iy no mesns. The right |ble, In the medo lime, who can foretell
of resistance on the part of the governed | what would be the sufferings sad priva-
agrinst Lhe oppression of their Governments | Liogs. of the ple during its existence.—
ennnol s dented, it «xists “imdependently | The factis that our Union rests upon :'
of all On-ﬂludllhr;udwh\mwmm r :n,nd'm never be , by
at all _periods of the, ‘s Hastory.— | the bloo g !
TUnié‘r"?:uld gavernme %t been de- | ILit cannot live in the affection
stroyed, -mli t‘: ﬂ:&l;:d ‘oh‘ ' tn‘};&n eaple, it must one anm
" ‘st ' ma "
replaced. It isem o strong andex lg“‘“. } Wit no'p
prese

?;:: h"m' h;urnt:h. di 'mi“; = Ii ] tI::hEu w0 rve il by foree.-
L s y ‘their han ¥
multp'?nbe oved " abserved tll'nt this | .; [hwﬂhﬂi 13
is L U] mblilhd‘ '&h m‘ﬂ‘ 4o p -l
atormine Lo

Couafederscy. Bul if we

|

s aof the

. b,

revolution agalnst -
(Fovernment, and not | a voluutary secess | fore shoy
ion from iy by virtue of an iuhereny Con- | proudest

itutional right. In short | vok ted to-huroan freedom since
:Lngfgufrﬁpln t -"' ?i';l“ Mo‘% ‘5‘? nh:mw
poihing thord ner less '

¢
L]
Revolution, it Loﬁ_ - Fathers; by’ the
tay or @ay oot be a .lnoL- and by the hopes
tion,  but  still

what in the m
d wrue

ai.thuﬂ

of a free State as a constitotional | ¥

Congress

Buat
invoke my
be-

vur boen ded-
wemple, 'which has ever Loen i
the blood

wtill controvert the eorrectness of Lhis de-
civions, nnd never will ceass from agita-
tion and admit its biading foree uatil
clearly established by the peaple of the
several States in their sovereign characuer

Such an explanation would, it i« "'lil:‘v.fl,
forever terminate theexisting dissensions

and restore peace and harmony amony the
States. It ought mot to be doubteld that
such an appeal to the arbitrament estah-
lished by the Constitution ‘teelf, waall be
recaived with favor by all (ke States of the
QOonfederacy. Inany event it ough to be
tried in a spirit of conciliation, before any
of these States shull secparate themselves
from the Unlon,

Wwhen | entared upon the duties
of the Presidenrial office, the aspect neith
er of our foreign nor Jomestis affairs was
at all satisfactory. We were iovolved in
dangorous complications with several na
tions, and two of our territories were in &
state of revolution against our Govern-
ment; arestoration of the African slave
trade bad aumerous and powerful advo-
cates; unlawfal military expeditions were
countenaneed by many of our citizens, and
were suffered, in defience to the efforts of
our (Government, Lo escape from our shores
‘for the purpose of making war upon the
inoflending people of neighboring Re
puublizl with whom we were at peace.

I addition to these and other dafficul.
ties, we experien a revolution in mo
mentary affairs, ‘soon after my adveat,
roving of unexampled soverity and ruin-
oas consequenges to the eountry, When
we take a retrospect of what was our cen
dition, and contrast this with its mater-
nal prosperity at the time of the late Pres
identiul election, we have abundant raa
son toreturn our grteful thanks to that
wereiful Providence, which has never for
saken us, as oation, in all our trials,

OUR PORKIGN RELATIONS,
Our relations with Great Britain are of

the most friendly character. Bi_uu the
commencement o :&' administration, the
q'u 0

twa dgngerous ns arising from the
Olnvte:‘and Bulwer treaty, and from (he
right of sesrch elaimed by’ the British
Government, have been amicably and hon.

ly .d‘l“wl" The diseardant construe-
tion of the Olayton avd Bulwer treaty be-
tween the (weo roments, whieh at dif

¢ periods of the discussion, bore a

A

thousand dollars of this amount «ithin

ish Government agreed to pay one hundred

three months following the exchange of
ratifications. The payment of the remain
ing $28,635 54 was to await the decision
of the ecommissionera for or against the
Awistead claim, but in any eveot, the bal.
auce was to bepaid tothe claimants, either
by Spain or the United States. Those torms
1 have every reason to know, are highly
satisfactory to the holders of the Cuban
claims. Indeed, Lthey have made a formoal
offer, authorizing the State Departwment 1o
settle their claims, and to deduel the am-
ount of the Amistend claids from the sutns |
which they are entitled to receive from
Spain  This offer, of course,can ot he
sccapted. All other claims of citizen: of
the United States against Spain, or of sun
jects of the Queen of Spaii against the U,
States, ineluding the Amistead elaim,
were by this Couvention referrod to a
Beard of Commissioners in the usual form,
Neither the validity of the Amistead elaim
nor agy other claim sgainst sither party,
with the single exceplion of the Cuban
claims, was recognized by the Qonvention,
Indeed, the Spanish Government did not
insist that the  validity of the Amistead
claim should be thus recognized. notwith-
slanding its payment had been recommen—~
ded to Congress by two of my predecessors
as well as by myself, and an appropriation
for that purpose had passed the Senate of
the U. States. They were content that it
should be submitled to the Board for ex-
amination and decision like the ether
¢lsims. Both governments were bound
respectively to pay the amouunts awarded
to the several glaimanis, at such limes and
places as may be fixed by and aceording to
the tener of said awards, and transmitted
by this Qouventien to the Senale for their
itutional action ou 3d May, 1867, and

|
1

Jonstl
on the 2Tth of the succeeding June, they
deteranned that they would not ady ise and
consent to its ratification.  These proceed-
ings place our relations with Syain in an
awkward and embarrassing position. It is
more than proble that the final adjustment
of these claims will devolve upon my sue-
cessor, L reitersle ke recommendation
contained in my annusl message of Dee.
1858, and repeat that of Dae, 1859, in favor
of the acquisition - of Cuba from Spain by
fair pu:&uu. I firmly believe that sueh
an acquisition would contribute essentisily

threatening aspect, have resulted in a final
settlement entirely l:::hfn'el.nr{ te this G“i
nt. In m anpua "1
m-r'::d Onngr’u that the British Eor-
ern had not thea arrange
ments with the Republics of Houduras
- _‘iuugn in pursuaoce with the vn-
derstandisg between the two Governments.

exnected

5 £ ‘bas _since

1filled. Her Britanic li.t Ly son—

ith Honduras on 28th
b.;.‘lm. und with Nics

I I

\ merpial
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to the well being and prosperity of both
couniries, in future time, as well as
prove the certain meaos of immediately
abolishing the African  slave trade,
throughout the world. I would not repest
this recommendation upon the presest
oceasion, if 1 believed that the transfer of
Cuba Lo the United SBiates, upon condilions
highly favorable (o Spaie, could justly
tarnish the national honor of ‘the prouvd
and ancient Spanish Monarchy. Surel
person ever attributed 1o the first N

a disregard of the wational bonar of
for traosferring Louisiana to the U. 8.

for

Governmeut of New Grenada has specially
acknowledged itself to be respousible 1o
our citizens for damages which were cansed |
oy “the riot at Panama on the 13th April, |
1856, These claims, together with other
cluims of our eitizens which had boou long
urged in vain, are referred for adjusiment
to a board of Commissioners. [ submit a
copy of the Convention o Congress, and
recommend the legislation necessary to

COSTA RIOA AND NICARAGUA.
Persevering efforts have been made for

the adjustmeut of the claims of American
citizens agaiost the Goveruvment of Costa
Rica, and I am happy to inform you that
these have finally prevailed; a O nvestion
was signed at the city of San Jose, on the
24 of July last, between Lthe Migister resi-
dent of the United Stales, in Costa Rieca,
and the Pienipotentiaries of that Repablie,
refoerring Lthese claima Lo & board if commis.
siomers, and providing for payment of thewr
awards, This Convention will be sabmit-
tad to the Senate for their Constitutional
aetion, The claiws of our citizeos upon
the Republic of Nicaragua, bave not yet
born provided for by freaty, although dili-
gent efforts ful" ‘l.hh purpose have been
wade by our mivister resident in that Re.
public. These are still ceutinued, with a
fair prospect of success,

MEXICO,
Our relations with Mexico remain in a
most unsatisfactary condition, In my
two last aenual messages [ discussed ex-
tensively the subject of those relations, and
do oet now propuse to repeat as length the
facts and arguments then presented. The
proved conclusively that our cilizens resi-
ding in Mexioo, and our merchants ludlu:
thereto, had suffered a series of wrongs an
outrages such as we have wsever patiently
borse from any nation. For these, our
suceessive ministers, invoking the faith of
treaties, had, in the nawe of their country,
persisteutly demuanded redress and 1ndewm—
pification, but without the slightest effsct.
Ivdeed, so confident had the Mexican au-
thorities been, becanse of our patient en-
durance, thal they universally believed
they might commit their oulrages u
American citizens with absolute impunity.
Thus wrote our Misister in I856, and ex-
pressed tho opinion that nothing but &
manifestation of the powers of the Govern:
meat and of its parpose Lo puvish these
wronge will avail  Afwerwards, in 1857,
came the adoptien of a Constitutieon for
Mexico, ihe onivu of & [residest aud o
Qougress under irs provisions, and the in
nogurstiou of u Presideut within ane short
month. However, Lhis President was ex-
pelied from the capital by a rebeliion o vhe
army, and the supremo power of the Re
u?:fie was assigned Lo Geoeral Zuloaga —
his osurper wan in his turo scen compril-
ed to retire from the place by Geo. Mira-
mwon. Under Lh‘;d Oammgtinn which Ot‘dl
thus andopted, Gen. Joarez, as Chie
Justice of the Supreme Coury, became Lhe
lswful Presideus of the Republic,
was for Lthe mainlensnce of
vion, and his authority derived

aod it
Conelitu=
m it, that

tended into the neighboring States. The
hostile parties in Kansas had beeu inflam-
ed against each other by emissaries both
from the North and South, loa degree of
maliguity without parallel in our history.
To prevent eventyal eollision and to assist
tho civil magistrates in enforcing the laws
a rtroog detachment of the army was sta—
tioned in the Terrggory, ready to aid the
Muardhals and hie uties when afficially
called upon as a posse cowmitatas in the
execution of eivil and enmioal precess.—
Still the troubles in Kansas counld not bave
been permanently settled without an elee-
tion by the people, Yhe ballot-boxes being
the surest arbitralor of disputes among
freemen. Under this conviction, every

proper effort was employed to induce the
hostile parties to vote at the election of
delegates to frame a State Constitution, and
afterwards the election Lo decide whether
Kansas should be a slave or a free State.—
The insurgent party refused to vole at
cither, lest this might be considered as =
recogaition on their part of the Territorial
government established by Congress. A
better spirit, however, seemed soon after to
revail, and the two parties mel face to
nce in the election, held the first Monday
of January, 1858, for members of the Leg-
islature and State officers, under the Le-
compton Constitution. The result was the
trivmph of the anti Slavery party at the
polls, This decision of the ballot-bex
proved elur‘l‘y that this party wereio the
majority, and removed the danger of eivil
war. From that time we have heard noth-
ing of the Topeka and all se-
rious danger of revolutiossry troubles i
Kansas was then at an end. The
ton Constitution which had been thas rec-
ofniud at this Stale election, by the votes
of both political parttes in Kansas, was
transmitted with the request that 1 should
Emm, it to Congress. This I could not
ave refused to do, without vio) my
clearest and strougest convictions of do-
‘y.
The laws, and all the iogs whach
roceeded and followed its formation, were
air, and regular on their face, and what 1
then believed and expressed, has proven
true, the intorests of the people of Kansas
would have been cousulied by its admis-
sion a5 & State into the Union, especially
as the mnjnm within a briel period, could
have amended the Oomwtitution sccording
to their will and plessure. If fraud exis
ted inany orall of these it
was not for the Presideat bat for Qongress
to investivate and determine the question
fraud, and what ought to be the ¢ :
ces. If at vhetwo first elections the ma-
jority refused 1o vole, it canuot be pretes-
ded that this refusal to exercise the elec-
woral fravcise evald invalidate an election
fairly held under lawfal authority even if
they bhad pot subsequently veled at the
third eloction It is trae that the whole
rtric s T alwtye Guiivd Serthe pits
people as ways , but 2
crdents gn mumerous of the adwmis.
sion of tes inty the Union, with,
hout such sabmission. It would
pot compert with ‘my preasnt  purpose

the civil war commenced aod

1568 Lhe Comstitutional party

€xic0 a su
the capital had most universally
 8i 'e:l’_l’or submission thro

continnes
to be prosecuted, Throughout the year|
grew stronger
. revious h;:?q of
wilitary revelution at
been the
ughout the Ro-

10 review the proceedings of e
the Bmisetina. T bs anfhe:
ient 10 ¢ that their final action has

removed the last vewtige of verious revolu.
uoupm The desperae band re-
cootly tes under & ' i
resist the of the laws and o
plonder poeceable citisens, will, I doabt
not, b ‘brought o

valent, An money and goin
s “l' ﬁ:dinm*.o“ - 3
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